LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
Queen, "who delighteth more in his personage
and his dancing, and his valiantness than any
other." The Earl of Oxford took part in the
tournaments in 1571 and in 1581, and on both
occasions was awarded the prize. In 1571, aged '
twenty-one, he was married to Anne Cecil, the
daughter of Lord Burghlcy, in Westminster Abbey,
the Queen being present. Burghley thus writes
of his son-in-law to the Earl of Rutland:
I confess to your Lordship 1 do honour him so
dearly from my heart as I do my own son, and in
any case that may touch him for his honour and
weal, I shall think him mine o\vn interest Uutrdn,
And surely my Lord, by dealing with him, 1 find
that which 1 often hoard of your Lordship, there is
much more in him of understanding than any
stranger to him would think* And for my pan I find
that whereof I take comfort, in his wit and knowledge,
grown by good observation.
The massacre of St. Bartholomew and the
furious persecution of the Protestants in the
Low Countries led to retaliation in England, and
the enrolment of a band of volunteers to assist the
Dutch against the Spaniards. Oxford urges his
father-in-law to find him a post on active service.
His uncle, Arthur Golding, a staunch Protestant,
who had recently dedicated to him his translation
of Calvin's Version of the Psalms of David, in the
hopes of influencing him towards Protestantism,
approved; but the request was refused, and
3*